ARS CENTENARY 1910 -2010
The ARS - Armenian Relief Society, Inc. founded in New York City, NY, in 1910,
the Society, known at the time as the Armenian Red Cross, held its first Convention
with delegates from 33 chapters, in Boston, Massachusetts on May 30, 1915.
In March 1921, it was invited to participate in the 10th Convention of the International
Red Cross, held in Geneva, Switzerland.

Today, with entities in 26 countries and a membership of around 15,000, the ARS
is an independent, non-sectarian philanthropic society serving wide ranging
humanitarian and cultural needs.

Maintaining high ethical standards, the Society fosters good fellowship and
a common purpose among its worldwide membership, channeling their energies
toward supporting the social, educational, health and welfare activities of Armenian
communities. The ARS makes special appropriations for food, medicine and clothing
in times of war, epidemics or natural disasters, bringing aid to the disabled, the sick
and the needy, prisoners of war, orphans and refugees.

The Society continues to remain active through specific programmes in furthering
Armenian educational and cultural activity through the establishment and financial
support of kindergartens, summer camps, schools and scholarship programmes.

Since the 1970s, closely involved in UN activities, and a consultative member
of ECOSOC, the ARS, as an internationally involved NGO, remains a strong
advocate of human rights, social justice and civil society around the world.

THE ARMENIAN RELIEF SOCIETY OF CYPRUS

Is founded in 1988, as a non-profit, charitable society and is one of the very active
chapters of the ARS - Armenian Relief Society, Inc.

The main objective and functions of the Cyprus chapter, through well organised
social activities, membership fees and donations, raises funds and fully participates
in the educational, health and welfare programmes of the ARS Central Board.

Furthermore, the society also strives to attend to the needs of the local Armenian
and Greek Cypriot communities by providing financial aid for needy students,
medical treatments and care for the elderly.

This year all ARS chapters worldwide are proudly celebrating the centennial of the
society with the motto ‘100 years of Devoted Service’ and this evening of classical
music has been organised as part of the celebrations, with the participation of renowned
and distinguished musicians Haroutune Bedelian and Lorna Griffitt.

We gratefully acknowledge their immediate response to our invitation and their
contribution in the realisation of this memorable concert. As always, all proceeds
from this event will be used to fund the numerous charitytable activities of our
society in Cyprus and elsewhere.
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HAROUTUNE BEDELIAN,

is a graduate of the Royal Academy of Music, London, where at the
age of 20 he won the first prize in the BBC Violin Competition. His teachers have
included Ivan Galamian and Nathan Milstein. He has performed in major cities,
festivals and concert halls throughout North and South America, the United Kingdom,
Europe and the Middle East and has appeared in numerous radio and television broadcasts.
He has just issued the Six Sonatas and Partitas of J.5. Bach for solo violin the first
time these works appear on DVD in their entirety. Quoting major newspapers for his
performance reviews: "Alert, subtle artist as well as a superb instrumentalist"
New York Times; "The result was a powerful music making, virtuosity going hand
in hand with unswerving loyalty to the composer” The Strad Magazine; "Mr. Bedelian
has an unforced silvery tone and showed his musicianship in his immaculate phrasing”
London Daily Telegraph; "Virtuosity
comes to him as second nature, but it
is used as a means to the interpretive
Freedom and sense of style that
characterizes his playing above all else"
The London Times; "Refined and
sensitive musician, Controlled, clean and
effortless playing making light of the
most formidable difficulties” The
London Guardian; "Technical and
musical resources of of virtuoso class”
The Los Angeles Times.
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LORNA GRIFFITT, D.M.,

began her performing career at 16 as a soloist with the Louisville
Orchestra under the direction of Robert Whitney, in a performance of the Grieg
Piano Concerto in A Minor. Her teachers include Doris Owen (Bickel), Tong Il
Han, Gyorgy Sebok and Maria Curcio. She received her doctorate with distinction
in piano performance from Indiana University under the tutelage of Menahem
Pressler. Griffitt enjoys an active career as soloist, chamber musician and pedagogue
in the US and in South America, Europe and the Middle East.
She began her teaching career in 1974 at DePauw University in Greencastle, Indiana
and joined the music faculty at the University of California, Irvine in 1993. For
nearly two decades, she was a faculty member for the Indiana University Piano
Academy in Bloomington, Indiana. Currently during the summers, Griffitt is invited
as guest artist to the Schlem International Music Festival in Voels am Schlern, Italy,
the Sound Waves Music Festival in Lincoln City, Oregon and to the International
Cello Encounter in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where she teaches, gives master classes
and performs in concerto and chamber concerts with various international artists,
She and violimst Haroutune Bedelian recently recorded the Six Sonatas and Partitas
of 1.5. Bach with the Robert Schumann piano accompamment which was released
for Centaur Records in 2009.

CONCERT PROGRAMME

Praeludium and Allegro Fritz Kreisler

Sonata for Violin and Piano in A Major Cesar Franck
Allegretto ben moderato

Allegro

Recitativo - Fantasia

Allegretto poco mosso

Interval

Girls Dance Aram Khachaturian
Nocturne
Ouzoun Tara
Groung komitas
Akh Maral Djan

Six Spanish Folk Songs
El Pano Moruno
Nana
Chanson
Polo
Asturiana
Jota

Manuel de Falla

Scherzo Johannes Brahms
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